Edition 16, Week 1, 16 October 2019

Dates for the diary
15-18 Oct
23 Oct
25 Oct

Year 6 Camp
Italian Dress Up Day
Interschool Athletics Carnival

22 Oct
24 Oct
27 Oct

Pre-Primary Excursion
Italian Gelato Incursion
Chess Fundraiser Event

Focus for 2017 – 2019
Our focus over the next 3 years is to develop a whole school approach to learning, with
academic rigour through rich and engaging learning experiences, in conjunction with
developing the whole child (with parents as partners), to make our school a school of choice
within the community and for every child to be empowered and reach their full potential.
Dear Parents, Staff and Community Members,
Welcome back to everyone and especially to our new families joining us this term. Term 4 is one of the
busiest terms of the year and we love the excitement and energy it brings. Over the coming weeks, there
will be many events and opportunities for our students to showcase their diverse talents and of course,
it is also a reporting semester, so you will be able to see how your child has progressed over the course
of the year. It’s also the term where our Year 6 students begin the transition into high school. If you are
a parent with your last child here at school, then this is a time of mixed emotions. School camp is the
start of the events that mark the final journey of being a Year 6, and we look forward to seeing them
standing before us very soon at graduation. If you have a Year 6 child, I hope you have some time to
reflect on your child’s journey through their primary school years and are looking forward to their new
adventure in high school.
October is “Walk to School Month” and our proactive Traffic Management Committee (TMC) have
organised a coffee van to be at Hamer Park this month. We encourage everyone to take advantage of
parking at Hamer, walking to school and treating yourself to a coffee on your return; have a catch up with
friends as there are chairs to sit on and pass the time and then start your day with having both exercised
and coffee (a win-win!) We continue to look for ways to ease congestion, be good neighbours and
promote healthy alternatives to get to school. Thank you also to the P&C for promoting our traffic
initiatives through the ‘Betty and Bob’ stories and to our school community for coming on board.
We are thrilled to announce the birth of Mrs Kaler’s baby girl, Eliyah Mala Kaler, who was born on the 8 th
of October. Mrs Kaler, Mr Kaler and Eliyah are all doing extremely well and we wish them our heartiest
congratulations as they become parents. We are also celebrating the wedding of Miss Quelch, who
married her fiancé over the school holidays. Miss Quelch is now Mrs Trumper and we wish them all the
happiness in the world. Our school continually evolves and grows and that’s one of the terrific things
about being a part of a vibrant community.
As you continue to read the newsletter, you will see the parent survey opens next week and we look
forward to hearing from you all regarding the school and its programs. This year each parent will receive
a code to access the survey – please note the code is for access only and all contributions to the survey
are anonymous. If you would like to come and share some of your thoughts in person however, please
feel free to come and see me at any time – I’m more than happy to listen to your ideas. It’s always great
to have people come and share, especially when we have different perspectives. I’m always grateful to
parents who can ‘think outside the box’ or have that ability to see a solution or an idea that would work
well within our school.

Download the Qkr!™
by Mastercard® App
Designed for
Australian Schools
to make payments to
the school and the
P&C all in one handy
place!
Student Diaries - A
small number of
Junior and Senior
Diaries are still
available for
purchase for $7.50
each.

Please join the
Mount Lawley P&C
Facebook page to
stay abreast of all
P&C information.
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8am supervision will continue this term and we ask that parents who send their child/ren to school at this time are mindful that
this is not “play time”. We have one staff member on duty and the students are expected to be within the parameters of the
basketball court/undercover area, where they can use the skipping ropes or sit and talk with their friends. On Fridays, all students
are expected to sit with their friends whilst we set up for assembly. Please discuss these expectations with your child so we can
ensure that they are receiving the same message from us and you. We also ask that everyone is off the school grounds by 3.45pm
as this gives teachers the opportunity to prepare lessons and write reports. We will no longer ring the bell at this time as most
families are now in the routine, so you may need to monitor the time to leave by 3.45pm.
‘Coffee and a Chat’ with the Principal is in Week 5 (Friday 15 November) from 9.30am in the staffroom for those who wish to have
a catch up. I also welcome you at any time if you wish to meet with me to discuss ideas, queries or concerns.
Finally, World Teachers’ Day is on Friday 25 October. The theme this year is “Teaching: A Bright Future” #brightfuture. We are
incredibly lucky to have the caliber of staff that we do here at Mount Lawley Primary School from Kindy to Year 6, who continually
go above and beyond for our students. May I encourage you to take the time on this day to sincerely thank the teachers who do
so much for your child/ren both in the classroom and in the extra-curricular opportunities they provide, often in their own time,
using their own resources. I know I am always extremely grateful to our teachers who contribute to a school culture that is so
positive and professional.
Happy Term 4!
See you in the playground,
~ Ms Cavelle Monck, Principal

Communication
If you feel you are not receiving enough Communication or know where to access the information, please contact the front office
staff who can assist you. Connect is our school-wide platform that was developed by the Department of Education. It is absolutely
imperative that as parents you take the time to access the information as it is sent out. As a school we are unable to send out
information individually to families. Please note the forms of communication we use here at Mount Lawley PS and the purpose of
each:
Connect Notices from Classroom Teachers: once a week and informs you of the operation of the classroom and any “whole school”
activities (eg. Book Parade)
Connect Notices from the School: These notices come out on behalf of the school as a whole and are mostly posted by the front
office staff or Administration team. They refer to the operations of the school from Kindy to Year 6. It also includes the school
calendar, where all events are posted (including school development days). The fortnightly newsletter is posted here.
Connect Notices from Nathanel Howard: These relate to notices from the Phys. Ed teacher, Mr Howard and include schedules for
practices, permission slips and information about sport related events.
School Website: This is marketing tool for the school where prospective families can have a look and see what is on offer at Mount
Lawley Primary School. There is a current school calendar on this site as well. It also houses information about polices and the
school as an organization, with the Board and P&C information featured here, with the minutes from these groups and other subcommittees are located. The website also hosts the fortnightly school newsletter.
Class Representatives (Class Reps): Run by the P&C, class representatives are parents who volunteer to send out information to
the class on behalf of the teacher, the P&C or as an organiser. The class reps. role is mostly a social one – to organize events outside
of school like class play dates or get togethers. The class reps should also post a P&C and Board update twice a term after the
meetings.

Board Election
At the start of next year, three Parent Representative positions and a community member position will become available on our
School Board. To assist with transition of Board members rolling off and coming on, we are running an election process this year
which will call for nominations from interested parents from next Monday 21 October until the close of the election on Friday 1
November at 4pm.
Two parent positions will be for a term of three years and the third parent representative will be for one year to finish out the end
of one Board member’s tenure.
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If you are interested in nominating as a Parent Representative, please email your name and details with a 100-word bio of yourself
to Lisa Freegard, Manager Corporate Services – lisa.freegard@education.wa.edu.au. Parent bios will then be posted in the Board
section of the school website: www.mountlawleyps.wa.edu.au. and on Connect.
The Education Department has developed an online election system using School Survey, which we will be using after our
successful use at the start of the year. Please expect an email after the close of the nomination period containing the link to the
online election ‘survey’ and your unique voting code. If you don’t have an email address registered with the school, please contact
the front office so we can provide you with a paper form.
Online voting will be open from 4 November to 8 November, closing at 4pm. Follow the instructions on the online survey to vote
for your preferred candidate. Please note that the results of the voting can’t be announced until the appropriate screening is
completed.
I have included the Board Members names below so you can speak with any of them or the Principal, if you wish to find out further
information about the role of the Board. Meetings are in Week 4 and 8 of every term on a Thursday afternoon from 5.30pm - 7pm
in the staff room.
Cavelle Monck (Principal)
Albert Tassone (Board Chair)
Cara Davis (Secretary)
Derek Watt (Parent representative)
Mei-Ling Day (Parent representative)
Mark Burns (Parent representative)
Lisa Freegard (Staff representative)
Sandra Martin (Staff Representative)
Karen Wright (Staff Representative)

Class Placements for 2020
PLEASE INFORM THE SCHOOL OFFICE STAFF IF YOUR CHILD WILL NOT BE RETURNING IN 2020.
The staff and I are beginning to make decisions regarding 2020 school organisation and class placements. Factors we take into
account when creating balanced classes are: students’ academic level, behaviour, attitude and special needs issues. Forming
balanced classes is a priority. The main consideration is the input from the students’ current teachers as they know students’
learning needs best.
Teacher Input:
Making balanced classes, considering all student needs is the professional role of the teachers. Teachers don’t pick
students/families who they would like in their classes.
Parent Responsibility, Role & Input:
Parent input will only be considered in exceptional circumstances.
A simple preference for a certain teacher is not considered exceptional circumstances.
 Letters to or lobbying of teachers will not be considered.
 Asking your child for their preferred teacher is not an exceptional circumstance.
 Placing your child in a class with their current friends is not an exceptional circumstance.
 Meeting new and different people and encouraging different situations is a fact of life and it is our role, as parents and
teachers, to support our children through change rather than shield them from it.
How parents submit exceptional circumstances:
 If you believe that such circumstances apply to your child, a letter or email must be submitted to the Principal before 22
November 2019 which specifically indicates the special circumstances.
 Letters and/or emails received after this time will not be considered.
 We read all letters and emails however, we will not be conducting formal interviews nor formally replying to them. We
will contact you if we need more information or need to discuss the situation further.
Composite (Split) Classes:
Due to enrolments our school will always have a number of composite classes where there are two year levels in one classroom.
This is the case in many government schools.
 At some stage, it is highly likely that all students will be in a composite class.
 It is not practical for parents to simply say they don’t want their child in a composite class.
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Our priority is always quality teaching and learning rather than the year level structure of the class. All quality
classroom programs allow children to thrive and develop at a level appropriate to them.
There is no “rule” that says if a child is in a composite class one year, they won’t be in one for the following year. All
classes are based on numbers and students being placed appropriately with the right teacher.

Line Managers work closely with teachers in the class placement process and lists are then submitted to the Principal.
Class lists will be published in the covered assembly area on the second day of the school professional learning days, before
school commences in Term 1 of the New Year.
Teacher Placement:
Next year and for the future, we may change teacher’s placement/year levels from Kindy to Year 6. Consequently, preferences
for specific teachers are irrelevant because teacher placements in a specific year level are a long way from being made.

School Development Days 2020
Please see below for the school development days for next year.
Term 1 Thursday 30 January, Friday 31 January
Term 2 Tuesday 28 April
Term 3 Monday 20 July
Term 4 Monday 12 October Friday 18 December

Parent Survey
The Parent online survey will be open starting from next Monday 21 October and will close on Friday 1 November at 4pm. This
is the opportunity for you to have a say about what is working well in the school and what you would like to see for the future.
Please complete the online survey, as the data collected is analysed and compared with past data to create longitudinal patterns
and to assist us with future planning. Your voice matters. We thank the P&C once again for their kind donation of book vouchers
which will be drawn at the assembly when the survey closes, so once you have completed the survey, remember to fill in the slip
and drop it into the office with your child’s name and room number.

Business Plan for 2020-22
Our Business Plan cycle ends this year and we are in the early stages of putting together our new Business Plan for 2020-22.
Currently the staff and the school Board are reviewing the last plan and looking at the future directions for our school. It’s
amazing to reflect and see how far we’ve come in such a short time.
Although the Business Plan doesn’t go out the community for consultation as the Board is the school community’s
representatives, if you have any comments you would like to make regarding the new plan, please send them through to the
Board Secretary, Cara Davis MLPSBoard@outlook.com and she will be able to table your email through correspondence for
discussion and consideration. Our Business Plan serves two purposes – it’s a requirement for all Independent Public Schools to
have this document to use as part of school review and accountability. It’s also used for marketing purposes for prospective
parents to give them an idea of how the school operates.

Term 4 Clubs
Please note that in Term 4 many of our “clubs” will cease until the start of next year. This is due to busy nature of Term 4, end of
year reporting and preparation for the new year. We thank all of our staff who have selflessly given up their time before school,
during break times and after school to provide our students with so many opportunities. Staff will let students know if their club
is continuing or not for this term.

Naplan
Please note a date change for the NAPLAN presentation which will now be on Thursday 21 November at 6pm in the staff room.
Everyone is welcome. Below is a table that shows the comparison between all WA school, Australian, Like Schools and our school
cohorts for our 2019 NAPLAN data. Overall we were pleased with our NAPLAN results and are currently analyzing the fine-grained
data to drive school improvement.
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Year 3
62 students

Numeracy

Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar &
Punctuation

School Mean

464

466

445

456

485

State Mean

405

427

420

412

435

Australian Mean

408

432

423

419

440

Like School Mean

449

473

453

458

489

No. above NMS%

96%

95%

94%

91%

97%

No. at NMS%

2%

5%

6%

8%

3%

No. below NMS%

2%

0%

0%

2%

0%

Reading

Writing

Spelling

Year 5
65 Students

Numeracy

Grammar &
Punctuation

School Mean

527

542

504

533

564

State mean

492

504

471

500

498

Australian Mean

496

506

474

501

499

Like School Mean

530

542

504

535

543

No. above NMS%

97%

97%

92%

97%

98%

No. at NMS%

3%

2%

6%

2%

0%

No. below NMS%

0%

2%

2%

2%

2%

Reading

Writing

Spelling

2018 Year 6
Public 43 Students

Numeracy

Grammar &
Punctuation

School Mean

588

576

549

586

572

State mean

558

546

513

547

542

Australian Mean

554

546

513

546

542

No. above NMS%

93%

98%

91%

93%

93%

No. at NMS%

7%

2%

7%

7%

7%

0%

2%

0%

0%

No. below NMS%
0%
National Minimum Standard - NMS

Italian Week Activities
Italian Colours Day
Wednesday 23 October will be Italian colours dress-up day. On this Wednesday, students from Pre-Primary to Year 6 are
encouraged to wear green, white and/or red. At approximately 2:50pm all students will be participating in a whole school
Tarantella dance in the undercover area. Family and community members are encouraged to attend and join in the fun.
Gelato Incursion
Restaurateur Tino from Amico Café will be visiting our school with his delicious Gelato food truck on Thursday 24 October. Students
from Pre-Primary to Year 6 will be given the opportunity to taste authentic Italian gelato (ice-cream). The cost for the incursion is
$3.50 per child. Payment must be made prior to the incursion. The final date for payment is Tuesday 22 October. There will be no
money exchanged on the day of the incursion. Please see the attached note for payment options and further information regarding
the incursion.
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Honour Board
Honour Board
The following students were awarded Honour Certificates at the Friday 20 September assembly.
Congratulations to all recipients and a special acknowledgment to Year 6 Room 1 for their class item.
NEXT ASSEMBLY
Our next assembly will be held on
Friday 1 November by Year 4/5, Room 5.
All welcome to attend.

PP
PP
PP
PP
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3

Jaxon Burt-Ward
Florence Cifelli
Annaliese Zador
Kai Spencer
Aadhya Du
Ella Pritchard
Sofija Jankulovski
Xavier Greenman
Owen Eggleton
Will Earley
Holly Smith
Arthur Lau
Aki Green
Uzair Qureshi
Saachi Ti’en
Rachael De Joya
James Gambitta
Alannah Hurst
Jay Park

Year 4
Year 4
Year 4
Year 4
Year 4
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6

Ava Valentini
Jason Looby
Arzoo Gehani
Harper Marshall
Evan Lee
Jack Earley
Felix Moncrieff
Charli Bassett
Jack Ryder
Adele Stegink
Nina Smith
Bridget Hall
Euan Barker
Brett Thomson
Samir Saeedi
Jonathon Chu

P&C Social & Fundraising News

School Disco – Friday 1 November – Tickets Now on Sale!
Tickets are now on sale via the Qkr! app for Halloween School Disco to be held in our undercover assembly area.

Come along dressed up in your scariest Halloween costume!
Tickets are $15 per child which includes a glow stick, 2 pieces of pizza and a juice box.
The disco will be supervised by teachers, so this is a drop off only event. Please ensure children are picked up on time by a parent
or guardian at the end of their disco session, to allow the 3 disco sessions to run on time.
Year Group
Kindy & Pre Primary
Years 1 to 3
Years 4 to 6

Start Time
4.15pm
5.30pm
6.45pm

Pickup Time
5.15pm
6.30pm
8pm

Arts Night – Friday 8 November - Sausage Sizzle - Volunteers Needed
The P&C Social and Fundraising committee will be providing a sausage sizzle as part of the upcoming Arts Night. We require
volunteers to cook and serve sausages, so that our hard working committee can also enjoy the art displays and music performances
on the night. If you are able to assist, please contact Georgina Hurst on 0423 665 176 or georginahurst@me.com
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Traffic Management Committee
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
Please note that our school does not endorse nor recommend any product or service that appears in
the Community Notices section. This is a service provided for our local community.
Perth Basant Festival – 27 October: for more information, please see the flyer here
Children’s Voice Conference – 17 November: for more information on this event, please see here
City Trystars Swimming: for more information, please see the flyer here
Play Tennis: for more information on before school tennis, please see the flyer here
Preparatory STEM Classes at Murdoch University: for more information, please see the flyer here
Triathlon Pink and Fun Run Pink: for more information on these female events, please see the flyer here
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