Edition 1, Week 1, 5 February 2020

Dates for the diary
6 Feb
11-14 Feb
12 Feb
13 Feb
14 Feb

Year 6 Parent Information Session
Year 6 Camp
Kindy Parent Information Session
Year 2 Parent Information Session
P&C Welcome Breakfast 7am

18 Feb
19 Feb
20 Feb
21 Feb
22 Feb

Pre-Primary & Year 4 Parent Information Session
Year 3 & Year 5 Parent Information Session
Phonics Talk & Year 1 Parent Information Session
Item Assembly Year 4 Room 16
Dad & Kids Camp Out

Dear Parents, Staff and Community Members,
Welcome back one and all, for what is going to be an incredible year! We have had such a lovely start
so I’d like to begin by thanking everyone – staff, parents and students for the seamless transition into
this year. This has had a significant impact on the children, as they have settled quickly and appear to
be enjoying themselves immensely as they develop relationships with their new classroom teacher and
friends, both old and new. A special welcome to our new Mount Lawley PS families and to our new
Kindys. We hope this will be a happy time for you as you settle in to our beautiful school.
Lots of news to share, so please settle in for an epic read!
We have been so fortunate to start the year with so many familiar teaching faces. You will find a current
list of the staff on our website with their school email address if you need to contact them. We are
delighted to have Mr Howard in Year 6, (working with the Year 6 team, Miss Roberts, Mrs Ashton and
Mrs Cater) whilst Mr O’Keefe takes some time off to explore some of his other interests. We welcome
Mr Dylan Cruz who will be in the Phys Ed role this year. We are looking forward to learning from Mr
Cruz’s extensive experience from working in the U.K. and he has already been busy setting up cricket
clinics and other special events, to complement our already existing carnivals and Phys Ed sessions. We
also say a hearty “buongiorno” to Miriam Moroni, our Italian Language Assistant, who will be working
in classes alongside Signora Ashkenazy. Miriam is from Italy, so we are very excited to have her working
directly with the students to assist their language development. Mrs Grace Adam, Deputy Principal, is
at South Ballajura PS as Acting Principal for the first two weeks of this year and we look forward to
seeing Mrs Adam when she returns in Week 3.
As you would have seen by our many updates, the Coronavirus has been one of the lead stories for 2020
so far. Please ensure you are reading the Connect notices as they come through so you are receiving the
latest update. Please contact the Health Department if you have further concerns.

Download the Qkr!™
by Mastercard® App
Designed for
Australian Schools
to make payments to
the school and the
P&C all in one handy
place!

Please join the
Mount Lawley P&C
Facebook page to
stay abreast of all
P&C information.

The Department of Education Mobile Phones Policy was enacted on February 3, which means that
students from K-6 are not allowed to have mobile phones on their person or in their school bags during
the school day. There is a sign in/sign out sheet in each classroom and phones will locked away in the
morning and returned to students in the afternoon. Students who have Apple watches or other devices
will be required to turn them to ‘airplane mode’ during the day. The policy refers to all public schools,
both primary and secondary. A copy of the Communication Policy, containing information about the
Mobile Phone Policy was sent out on Connect and you will also find it on our school website.
Please read the Communication Policy in full so you are aware of how we share information. First and
foremost, we use Connect as our primary mode of communication. We know for some parents, logging
in to Connect each time is seen as an inconvenience, however please be aware that these measures are
in place to protect your child’s identity and information, which is so important in this day and age.
Connect is supported by the Department of Education, which takes digital security very seriously, as do
we.
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If you have any concerns or queries about your child, in the first instance please organise a time to speak with your child’s
classroom teacher. Please be aware that first thing in the morning is the busiest time for a teacher with all the students arriving in
a steady stream, so this time is only suitable for a quick relay of information, not an in-depth chat. If you need a longer time, please
email the teacher to arrange an appointment time, along with the reason you would like to meet so the teacher can be well
prepared to assist you.
Early Childhood, Middle and Upper Years have Line Mangers who they work with and who oversee these year levels. You can also
get in contact with them if needs be:
Early Childhood (K-2): Cavelle Monck (Line Manager) cavelle.monck@education.wa.edu.au
Middle (Years 3 & 4): Grace Adam (Line Manger) grace.adam@education.wa.edu.au
Upper (Years 5 & 6): Sandra Martin (Line Manager) sandra.martin1@education.wa.edu.au
We also have Before School Supervision starting from 8am for PP-6. Students can be dropped off to the undercover area where
they will remain until 8.30am. Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays students are encouraged to do skipping. On Tuesday and
Friday, it’s “sit and talk with our friends day”, due to tennis and Assembly set up. When the bell goes, students can go to their
classes. As other students arrive, they are ALL expected to stay in the undercover / basketball court area.
NO students should be at their classes before 8.30am. STUDENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED UPSTAIRS UNTIL THE 8.30AM BELL HAS
SOUNDED, EVEN IF ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT.
Once students go into class please assist us by helping them settle quickly and then leave them so we can start the day. Prolonged
goodbyes often just cause more worry for the child, making it more challenging for them to settle. A few nerves or worries are
completely normal for children to experience and the best way to support your child is to say a cheery goodbye and head out into
your day. We have highly experienced staff who are able to engage with the children quickly and help them settle reasonably
quickly. Please feel free to give the office a quick call if you wish to check in and please be reassured that if your child is really in
distress, the teacher will contact you immediately.
We are also asking that parents leave the school grounds no later than 3.45pm each afternoon. We understand that time after
school is a lovely way for parents to catch up and let the children play together, however please respect that this is also our
teachers’ workplace and after school is when they are preparing for the following day, are in meetings and are working hard. We
would like the school environment to be quiet by then in order for teachers to get their work done and then go home to their own
families. A reminder that the students are not allowed to access any school equipment after school or play in the nature
playground. We thank you for your support with this.
After an extensive feasibility study conducted in 2017 by our School Board and the school regarding the provision of Before and
After School Care on site, we concluded that it was not possible to offer this facility at the school. Unfortunately, the guidelines
around space requirements are quite different for daycare providers and so they needed to be guaranteed a large space to
accommodate students. That meant as a school we had to commit to giving up our undercover area from early in the morning and
then again in the early afternoon. To do this, meant we would not be able to offer the opportunities that benefit all our students
so we made the decision not to proceed. We understand that daycare for working parents can be a challenge however, at this
point in time, we do not intend to revisit this and will not provide before or after school care facilities on site.
Once students begin full time compulsory schooling, we expect them to attend each and every school day, unless they are sick.
The Principal and the school is unable to ‘authorise’ holidays during the term and families will be marked accordingly on the
attendance register if they are absent during this time. There is research to strongly support regular school attendance as being of
the greatest benefits to students and their success not only in school but also once they become adults in the workforce. Please
be aware that teachers do not provide homework packages for families who choose to go on holidays during the school term.
Please also understand the impact that being away for extended periods of time may have on your child – not only academically
but also socially. For students with general poor attendance, we will make regular contact throughout the year to assist you with
support to enable your child to be at school as required by legislation.
After a hugely successful year last year with our Clubs, we are delighted to announce that a variety of Clubs will be on offer again.
These won’t start until after Week 4 and some won’t begin until Term 2. We have some students who are very keen to start their
own Clubs and whilst we applaud their initiative, please be aware that we can’t always facilitate this. All Clubs have to be supervised
by an adult and our staff do this on a voluntary basis. I feel confident there will be a broad enough range for students to have
different opportunities. There are also some students who just want to play and don’t want to join a club and that’s perfectly fine
too. Chess will continue under the fine organisation of Mr Michael Richards, Mr Jim Richards and Coach, Jay Lakner. They will
operate out of Room 17, starting today and every Wednesday at lunchtime.
Before School Extension will not continue this year. After consulting with Carol Ann Tomlinson last year, one of the world experts
on Gifted and Talented Education and Differentiation, she shared the research that no longer supports ‘withdrawal’ or ‘pull out’
programs for gifted students needing extension. We spent a lot of time last year as a staff working together to explore what this
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might look like in the classroom environment and spent time on this again on our School Development Day. We feel confident that
all students will be catered for appropriately in their classrooms and I will continue to work with staff to develop robust ways of
differentiating for these students to ensure they are being challenged in their area of strength. We will continue to profile and
identify our gifted students and work with those services that assist us in curriculum and specialised programs and projects to
ensure success.
There will be a series of Parent Workshops on this year which you may like to dip in and out of as the topic interests you. The first
one will be in Week 3, Thursday 20 February from 6pm-7pm. This talk will be on Phonics and Reading for parents of early
childhood students (K-2). This is a practical workshop where you will learn about phonological awareness and what can do to
support your child as they learn to read and write, as well as some strategies to assist them with reading. The workshop will be
held in the undercover area. These workshops are for parents/carers only and we ask that no children attend.
Thank you to the P&C who have organized our first school event, the Welcome Back Breakfast. We hope to see you all at 7am on
Friday 14 February to enjoy some food, coffee and conversations. We encourage all families, especially those new to the school to
come along as it’s such a lovely way to get to know each other. Thank you too, to our P&C Uniform Shop Coordinator, Katie
McMahon. Back to school is one of the busiest times at the uniform shop and as a parent volunteer, Katie does a fantastic job to
sort all our students with the necessary items. We appreciate the hard work that Katie does and thank her for the smooth start to
the school year.
Next week on Friday 14 February is Census day for all public schools. This is the day when we let the Department of Education
know our school numbers and they allocate the appropriate funds to us for the year ahead. It is absolutely vital that all students
who are enrolled, attend on Census Day (except for Kindy students who only attend on their allocated days). If your child is absent
due to illness or for any other reason, please email the front office so we have in writing the reason for your child being away.
Next week is an exciting one as our Year 6 classes head off to camp! We know they will have a fabulous time, as camp is one of
the highlights for them. We wish them all well and look forward to hearing all about their adventures when they return. Badges
for our Year 6 leaders will also be presented at the first class assembly for the year on Friday 21 February.
I think this is probably enough information to process for now! Remember to check our website for the school calendar which
keeps an up-to-date record of the events happening at school.
Please feel free to come and see me any time, my door is always open. If you’re a new parent and would like to come and introduce
yourself, that would be lovely too. Welcome back, everyone!
Here’s to a brilliant 2020!
See you in the playground,
~Ms Cavelle Monck, Principal

Board Election
At the end of last year one of our parent representatives resigned from her position before the end of her term. This means we
are running an election process for a casual vacancy for 12 months, ending on 31 December 2020.
We are calling for nominations from interested parents from next Monday 10 February until the close of the nomination period
on Friday 21 February at 4pm.
If you are interested in nominating, please email your name and details with a 100-word bio of yourself to Lisa Freegard, Manager
Corporate Services – lisa.freegard@education.wa.edu.au. Parent bios will then be posted in the Board section of the school
website: www.mountlawleyps.wa.edu.au. and on Connect.
The Education Department has developed an online election system using School Survey, which we will be using. Please expect an
email after the close of the nomination period containing the link to the online election survey and your unique voting code. If you
don’t have an email address registered with the school, please contact the front office so we can provide you with a paper form.
Online voting will be open from 24 February to the 28 February, closing at 4pm. Follow the instructions on the online survey to
vote for your preferred candidate. Please note that the results of the voting can’t be announced until the appropriate screening is
completed.
I have included the Board Members names below so you can speak with any of them or the Principal, if you wish to find out
further information about the role of the Board. Meetings are in Week 4 and 8 of every term on a Thursday afternoon from
5.30pm - 7pm in the staff room.
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Cavelle Monck (Principal)
Albert Tassone (Board Chair/Parent Representative)
Cara Davis (Secretary/Parent Representative)
Derek Watt (Parent representative)
Jennifer To (Parent representative)
Lisa Freegard (Staff representative)
Sandra Martin (Staff Representative)
Karen Wright (Staff Representative)

Performing Arts
Performing Arts starts in Week 3 on Thursday 20 February in the undercover area from 3.15pm – 4.30pm. Students from Year 26 are welcome to come and have a look and listen as to what it’s all about. If, at the end of the session, they wish to participate
they can take a form with them for you to fill in and return to the office. All students will have a two week ‘grace period’ where
they can have a go but after the two weeks is up and if they choose to stay, the expectation is that they will remain with the
show until the end of Term 2. If you know a sporting club starts up or there are any other activities that may clash with
Performing Arts, please make a decision now about which one your child will do. Putting a show together relies heavily on
students being in a designated ‘spot’ for choreography and blocking scenes. Students must commit to seeing the show through
to the end, so it’s important for you as a family to consider all of this before you sign up.

2019 Banksia Yearbook
There is a small quantity of 2019 Banksia Yearbooks available. To purchase one, please come in to the school office or pay through
the Qkr! App.

Library News
Library classes will commence in Week 2. Your teacher will advise you of your child’s library day. Please ensure children have a
library bag on library day as we have a ‘no bag, no borrow’ policy. This was put into place due to the large number of books being
damaged while being transported to and from school. The uniform shop sells very sturdy library bags that will last the time at
primary school and protect the books (MLPS bags are not compulsory but highly recommended).

P&C Social and Fundraising News
First P&C Meeting for 2020
The P&C meets regularly in weeks 4 and 8 of each term. Our first meeting for the year will be held on Thursday 27 February at
7:30pm in the school staffroom. All are welcome to attend. If you’ve not attended a P&C meeting before, please consider
coming along and seeing what we’re all about.
Welcome Back Brekkie - Friday 14 Feb – 7.30am to 8.30am – near the MLPS Undercover Assembly Area
Come along and get a free muffin or croissant and cup of tea, with coffee also available to purchase from an on-site coffee van
and catch-up with our wonderful school community for the start of the new school year. We extend a special invitation to our new
families for 2020 to come along. The P&C will have a stand set up for information about all of the services our P&C provides.
Please RSVP for catering purposes, via our school’s Qkr! app. We also encourage you to bring a reusable cup along for tea/coffee
in the interests of sustainability.
Annual Dads and Kids Campout – Saturday 22 February - 4pm - MLPS School Oval
The Mount Lawley Primary School P&C Association is pleased to present the Dads and Kids Camp Out for 2020. This will be held
on the school grounds on Saturday 22nd from 4pm and conclude on Sunday 23rd February at 9am.
This is our eighth Dads and Kids Camp Out, designed for Dads to spend time with their children. The event is open to all families
with children at Mount Lawley Primary School and if Dad isn't available then please come with Mum. This event is run by the P&C
Association, with the support of The Fathering Project. We hope you can join us for another great Camp Out.
Tickets are now available via our school’s Qkr! app for $20 per family group. Tickets are only available through the online service.
There are no cash sales. The ticket provides access to the venue and a simple cooked breakfast on Sunday morning.
For further event information please contact event organiser Paul Hurst on 0427 440 507 or paulhurst@me.com
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Progressive Dinner – Saturday 21 March - 6.30pm – Commencing at the MLPS Undercover Assembly Area
2020 marks the 32nd year of the annual MLPS Progressive Dinner and we encourage all parents to come along and join in the fun!
This event has long been the highlight of the social calendar for parents of Mount Lawley Primary and offers a fun way to spend
the night with friends and meet new members of the school community. A special invitation is extended to new parents of the
school to attend.
Tickets are now on sale for
$35 per person (includes drink on arrival) at:
https://www.trybooking.com/BIDZD
Hosts + Partners are Free
Callout for Hosts! The progressive dinner would not be possible without the generosity of hosts making their homes available. If
you are able to make your house available to host a course on the night please contact Georgina on 0423 665 176
or mlpspc@outlook.com We would love to have some NEW hosts this year!
Information for Hosts
 You are not required to provide any food – the food is brought to your home by other diners on the afternoon of Saturday
March 21st.
 You will be entitled to 2 free tickets as a host valued at $70.
 You will be hosting a group of around 25-30 people.
 You do not need a seated table setting for each diner and it doesn’t need to be inside the house, back yards, front yards
and court yards are all suitable.
 Extra chairs, cutlery, plates can be sourced via the P&C Social & Fundraising committee, if required.
 A couple of P&C Social & Fundraising committee members will be on your circuit on the night and are available to help
you in the lead up to the event and they will assist you with clean-up on the night.
Information for Guests
 If you are attending the dinner we ask you to provide either a soup, main course or dessert which would cater for 10 – 12
adults.
 All dietary requirements will be catered for.
 You will be contacted in the week leading up to the dinner about what course you are cooking and where it should be
delivered. You will NOT be dining at the place where you send your food.
 This popular event is limited to parents and staff from our school only and does have a limited amount of tickets available
to ensure our circuit sizes are not too large for our hosts. However, the more hosts we have, the more people we can
accommodate on the night.
If you have any queries as a host or guest about the night, please contact event organiser Georgina Hurst on
mlpspc@outlook.com or 0423 665 176.
Event Ticket Sales – Qkr! App
As many of our P&C event tickets are available via our school’s Qkr! app, we encourage parents to download the Qkr! with
Masterpass App from the Apple or Android app store to enable easy P&C event ticket purchasing for 2020.
P&C Social & Fundraising Committee Members
All P&C events are coordinated by a sub-committee called the Social & Fundraising committee, which always welcomes new
members. If you would like to join our fun team or come along to a committee meeting to find out more, please contact P&C Social
and Fundraising Committee Chair Georgina on 0423 665 176 or email at mlpspc@outlook.com. Our first committee meeting for
the year will be held on Wednesday 12 February at 7pm at the Inglewood Hotel. We would love to see some new faces!
P&C Facebook Group
A closed face book group has been created to assist the P&C to communicate with the MLPS community and to help promote
parent and community involvement. The group is called Mount Lawley Primary School P&C. Please join to stay abreast of all P&C
information and events.
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Traffic Management Group
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
Please note that our school does not endorse nor recommend any product or service that appears in
the Community Notices section. This is a service provided for our local community.
Hot Shots Tennis for more information, here and to book online, please see here
Triple P – Positive Parenting Program for more information, please see here
Taekwondo – Mixed Martial Arts for more information, please see here
Creative Kids Art Club for more information, please see here
Perth Bayswater Rugby Union Club for more information, please see here
Relationships Australia – Parenting Courses for more information, please see here
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